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During September, the Communications and Transportation Secretariat (Secretaria de
Comunicaciones y Transporte, SCT) announced that the project to expand the Adolfo Lopez Mateos
airport in Toluca (Mexico state) has been completed. The Toluca expansion will help ease some of
the air traffic burdens at the Benito Juarez International Airport in Mexico City.
According to SCT and Mexico state officials, the expansion of the airport in Toluca including the
construction of a modern terminal allows the facility to handle about 250 flights per day, compared
with 90 flights before the expansion was completed. When the expansion was first announced in
early 1993, SCT officials said the government's target was to transfer about 38% of the Mexico City
airport traffic to the Toluca airport, which is located only about 40 minutes from downtown Mexico
City.
During the inauguration ceremony on Sept. 1, Mexico state governor Emilio Chuayfett Chemor told
reporters that the expansion of the airport created about 3,000 new direct jobs and 6,000 indirect jobs
in Toluca and adjoining areas. The expansion project was completed at a cost of about 600 million
nuevo pesos (US$176 million). The Toluca airport is among several facilities in Mexico that since
early 1993 have announced expansion of capacity to accommodate increased passenger and cargo
traffic.
In September, Michoacan state authorities also announced plans to spend about 15 million nuevo
pesos (US$4.4 million) to expand the Francisco Mujica airport in Morelia. According to state
treasurer Manuel Antunez Oviedo, the project will include extending the main runway by 1,000
meters, which will allow the facility to handle larger aircraft. The project would also involve
expansion of the terminal, including the customs area and the waiting room. The Morelia airport
currently handles about 30,000 passengers per day. That airport services routes to Mexico City,
Tijuana, Guadalajara, and US cities.
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